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October 2016

Endorsed by the Summit of 

Water Ministers at the 

Second World Irrigation 

Forum in Chiang Mai, 

Thailand.

November 2016 

The Global Framework on 
Water Scarcity was officially 
launched during the UNCCC 

COP22 in Marrakesh, 
Morocco.

January 2017

Endorsed by 83 Ministers of 
Agriculture during the 9th Berlin 

Agriculture Ministers’ Conference at 
the Global Forum for Food and 

Agriculture (GFFA), and the G20 

September 2017

Endorsed by the UNCCD  COP 13 
as a knowledge-sharing 

partnership to help countries 
develop their drought 

preparedness plans in Ordos, 
China

WASAG BACKGROUND
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A world whose food systems are secure

and resilient to increasing water scarcity in

a changing climate

VISION

To support measurable, significant and
sustainable progress on improving and
adapting agricultural systems in
conditions of increasing water scarcity
and a changing climate, using the
combined expertise and resources of
the Partners

MISSION
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To urgently address the following important 

and relevant work areas at international and 

country levels:

 Advocating for political prioritisation.

 Cooperating on work programmes.

 Sharing and disseminating knowledge 

and experience.

 Developing new or improved solutions.

 Promoting sustainable and integrated 

water resources management.

 Building capacity of Partners and 

countries and other Stakeholders.

 Contributing to consistent monitoring 

systems.

OBJECTIVES
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✓ Three working groups established during 
the 3rd ISC meeting with the aim to focus 
the work of WASAG on emerging issues:

 Water and Migration 

 Drought Management

 Financing Mechanisms

 Also expected: Water and Nutrition

WASAG WORKING GROUPS 
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 Over 40 Partners (from 20 different countries) contributing to 

mainly SDGs 1, 2 and 6 and also contributes to SDGs 5, 12, 13, 

and 17. 

 Adopted a joint Rome Statement on Water Scarcity in 

Agriculture

 Agriculture and food systems: includes crops, livestock, fisheries 

and forestry, as well as value and supply chains, consumption 

and trade. 

 Water scarcity the main focus of WASAG.

 Climate Change, encompassing both adaptation and 

a mitigation of greenhouse gas emissions.

WASAG GOVERNANCE/ SDGs
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WFWP and WASAG

 Entry point to women’s empowerment and to 

improve equitable access to water for all, for all uses.

 Ensuring women’s empowerment and engagement 

at all levels 

 Women have vast experience in the water and 

agricultural sector (and the crucial role they play in 

effective and efficient water management is 

increasingly acknowledged and supported by 

evidence). 

 Involving both women and men in decision-making 

and integrated water resources initiatives leads to 

better sustainability, governance and efficiency.

 Women should be seen as key allies and the access 

to sustainable behavioral change in the water 

dimensions of climate adaptation. 16/11/2017
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 Operational Support Team (Secretariat) in place, 

provided by FAO

 Deliverables attributable to WASAG expected within 2 

years

 Fostering collaboration between Partners

 Focus on Water Scarcity in Agriculture

 Promoting relevance to country needs (through 

deliverables)

 Raising advocacy and political will through events

 Ownership by Partners, facilitation by FAO

 Exploring new opportunities for increasing the relevance 

of the WASAG

 Next Partner’s meeting:  8th World Water Forum, Brasilia, 

March 2018

WAY FORWARD
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The Way A head 

“Together, we will be able to implement 

strategies to prevent water

scarcity from setting us back in our ambitious 

vision of eradicating hunger,

sustaining peace and leaving no one behind”

FAO Director-General - José Graziano da Silva

“We must produce more food with less water. The 
WASAG Global Framework will bring together key players 
from across the globe to design and implement 
integrated strategies to do just that and prevent water 
scarcity from setting back our ambitious vision of a future 
of peace and plenty for all.“

Eduardo Mansur, Director, Land and Water Division16/11/2017
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For More Info
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• Webpage to inform members www.fao.org/land-

water/overview/WASAG

• Flyer: www.fao.org/3/a-i5604e.pdf

• Email : Water-scarcity@fao.org

http://www.fao.org/land-water/overview/WASAG
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i5604e.pdf
mailto:Water-scarcity@fao.org

